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This is a weekend of information, 
learning and fun for Scouts and parents 
to learn more about Troop 31 and 
camping.  Please visit the signup form 
now. 
 
Meeting and Departure: 9:00 AM, 
Saturday, April 9th from WOLF 
FURNITURE's parking lot.  Departure will 
be at 9:15 AM.  Directions to the site are 
included as separate attachment for 
those who wish to arrive at separate 
times on Saturday or Sunday. 
 
Return: Scouts will return home on 
Sunday, April 10th about 11:30 AM.   We 
will need enough parents to be available 
to stay the evening and get the scouts 
back home.   We will follow-up at the 
meeting site to confirm coverage. 

 
 
 
Questions? Contact Kevin LeVan or Ed 
Brezovec.  
 

New Scout Training 
1. Campout gear inspection 
2. Tent Setup 
3. Campfire Safety/Starting a 
Campfire/Fireman Chit 
4.  Patrol Kitchen  & Stove Setup/Cooking 
5. Ax Yard Setup/Toten Chip/Pocket 
Knife use 
6. Rope Uses/Knot Tying 
7. How to conduct  a Flag Ceremony 
8. Basic First Aid Training 
9. Outdoor  Code/Safe Hiking - Buddy 
System  
 
New Scout Parents' Orientation 
Each year we provide a Troop 31 
Orientation for the new scout parents.   
This is an all-day/overnight event hosted 
by the Troop Committee. Parents may 
sleep indoors or pitch a tent while the 
Scouts utilize new skills to camp outside.  
All your meals are provided free, 
however donations are always welcome. 
 
(Cover photo this issue from Mystery Trip – 

submitted by Kurt Baker)

 

 

 

 

 

Event recaps and community 
service> 
Troop 31 Scouts have been doing great things in the 
community. Check it out > 

 
 

Around the corner: Spring 
Camporee Apr 29-May 1 
We need everybody’s help to make this camporee 
“Keystone to Liberty” a big success. See page 3> 

Welcome New Scouts and Parents: 

New Scout/New Parent Campout, April 9-10  

 

Keystone  

to  

Liberty 

Camporee 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1sMSJ6OCgPxOy5qM2WEh7STBR8N4SELVcErjkEUrZk5M/viewform
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjD2f3p4ZDKAhUJ2R4KHVz7B5YQjRwIAw&url=http://bsatroop883.com/scout-sunday-2016/&psig=AFQjCNEdpWhpgMXbtmytUAGg_PbO__9nzw&ust=1452017765115320
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Jacob joined Troop 31 in March of 2010.  He worked on his 
advancement at an impressive rate, by attaining his Life badge by 
October, 2012.  On his trail to Eagle, Jacob has earned a total of 36 
merit badges, and participated in high adventure treks at the 
Philmont Scout Ranch in New Mexico, and the Northern Tier Canoe 
Base in Manitoba, Canada.  Jacob has held Troop leadership 
positions as an Assistant Senior Patrol Leader, Scribe, Patrol Leader, 
and Troop Guide. 
 
For his Eagle Service Project, Jacob rebuilt the Swim Team Award 
Podiums for the State College Area YMCA.  This useful project 
involved work from 17 different volunteers, and over 218 hours of 
community service. 
 
Jacob is a junior at State College Area High School, and when he 
graduates next year, he is planning to attend college to study 
architecture. 
 
Jacob and his family are planning his Eagle Court of Honor for 
Sunday, April 17th, where he will be recognized along with Jordan 
Hillsley. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Congratulations Jacob Witt: 

Eagle Scout #179 
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Troop 31 5K Run/Walk 
Help us raise money for the 

Rhodes Pavilion! 

 
Troop 31 5K 
May 8, 2016 
Tudek Park 

 
 Registration: $20 per person if 

registered by May 7
th

; $25 per 
person on the day of the race.  

 

 T-Shirts are guaranteed for the first 
100 registrants by April 15.  

 

 Online Registration is available 
here: 
www.imathlete.com/events/Troop3
15KRunWalk.  
 

 Paper registration forms will be 
available at meetings, posted on the 
website, and also available 
throughout St. Paul's and later in the 
month at Rapid Transit Sports. 
Forms can be mailed to the address 
on the form or hand-delivered to 
Hayden Davidson.  

 

 Spread the word! Please forward 
this information to your friends and 
family! Looking forward to a 
successful event. 

 

 Questions? Contact Hayden 
Davidson. 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

  

 

  

Calling all Troop 31 scouts, scouters, and adults: 

Spring Camporee: Your help needed 

 
April 29 – May 1, 2016 * PA Military Museum, Boalsburg PA 
 
Please sign up now to assist in the following logistical and operations areas: 
 
Friday 4/29  

 Food prep and/or cooking for lunch, dinner and evening Cracker Barrel 
-- this is for adult staff, not Scouts; roughly 20 people 

 Daytime site setup - erect EZ Up canopies, set up registration table, 
install signage, running errands, etc. 

 Evening arrival help -- direct traffic to parking and campsites, handout 
information, answer questions 

Saturday 4/30  

 Food prep and/or cooking for breakfast, lunch, dinner and evening 
Cracker Barrel -- this is for adult staff, not Scouts; roughly 20 people 

 Registration, parents information desk, communications, running 
errands, etc. 

Sunday 5/1  

 Food prep and/or cooking for breakfast -- this is for adult staff, not 
Scouts; roughly 20 people 

We need Moms, Dads and siblings over age 16 to help.  No Scouting experience 
or heavy lifting needed.  Work two hours or two days -- it's up to you but 
PLEASE volunteer for at least one shift.  The venue is in Boalsburg so it couldn't 
be much closer and you can come and go as you please. 
 
Contact Craig Colwell at ccolwell17@gmail.com or via text / phone at 814-777-
2999 for more details about available times and duties. 
 

 
 
 

http://www.imathlete.com/events/Troop315KRunWalk
http://www.imathlete.com/events/Troop315KRunWalk
https://myteam.svsports.com/stores/bsatroop31fall2014
https://myteam.svsports.com/stores/bsatroop31fall2014
mailto:ccolwell17@gmail.com
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Mystery Trip Recap 
 
Where, under one roof, can you see vintage Harley-
Davidsons, carousel horses, 10,000 license plates, a fire 
pole, a player guitar and a Victrola?  Well, Bill's Bike Barn 
in Bloomsburg, of course. The Scouts explored the Barn 
during our annual Mystery Trip, this year organized by 
Ethan Locke.  All sorts of obscure treasures were found.   
 
From there it was on to lunch next to the swiftly flowing 
Susquehanna, before we headed to Incredible Popcorn 
where the nice proprietors set up a table for the Scouts to 
create their own popcorn mixture.  From there, after a 
short jaunt on I-80, we pulled into Clyde Peeling's 
Reptileland where those who dared, petted snakes and 
alligators.  The day was topped off by dinner and 
milkshakes (for some) at the Purple Cow in Lewisburg. Our 
state is full of things to do and see; the Troop took care of 
a couple more items on the list of cool things in 
Pennsylvania. 
-from Kurt Baker 
 
 
 

Stromboli fundraiser 
 
We raised more than $1,300 this year with the 
Stromboli and bake sale fundraiser. All scouts 
who volunteered will receive a portion of the 
proceeds in their scout account! Thank you 
Eileen Lang for organizing! 

 

 

March campout recap 

Scouts and adults all enjoyed time away from the "real 
world" last weekend. The PLC planned and executed 
an exciting weekend of team building activities, 
interspersed with plenty of time to relax, talk and get 
to know each other better. 

A couple of people even managed to find time for a 
five mile hike to Penn's Lookout. 

There was capture the flag, and ultimate Frisbee, 
among other things. Lots of good food as well. It's true 
the temperature did dip down to 22°F, but Troop 31 is 
a troop with lots of experience camping in cold 
weather. And by recent standards, this weather was 
almost balmy. 

-from Jeannie Peters 

 

Please remember to send pictures from Troop 
events to deb_norloff@yahoo.com so we can 
include them in the newsletter! 

 

Scouts bake Stromboli for the annual fundraiser. 

Don’t forget to wear your belt totem! 

mailto:deb_norloff@yahoo.com
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Troop 31 Scout presents gift to track and 

field teammates 
 
We’ve all heard about good turns—but this one is really 
something special.  
 
Life Scout Isaac Messner has been battling Hodgkin’s lymphoma 
since 2014. On March 23, 2016, Isaac was recognized across State 
College and in the local media for an awesome act of kindness. 
Using his wish from the Make-a-Wish foundation, he presented 
new track uniforms to his high school teammates. 
 
From the Centre Daily Times article:  

“I never really wanted to anything for myself. I stay very active 

and very busy,” Messner said. 

He was adamant about using his wish to do something for others. 

Make-A-Wish had recently adopted an “I Wish to Give” category 

for children looking to indulge in altruism. According to Lindsey 

Herzing, the organization’s Punxsutawney regional manager, 

Messner was the first in her jurisdiction to make good on that 

offer.  

“He’s a senior. He’s going to graduate and he’s leaving the 

uniforms here for the school,” Herzing said. 

 
Read more here: 
http://www.centredaily.com/news/local/community/state-
college/article67886742.html#storylink=cpy 

 
Great job Isaac!  

 
On March 23, Isaac presented new track uniforms to his high school 

teammates. Photo credit: SCASD website 
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Order of the Arrow 
By Troy Heatwole 
 
It all started at Sabattis summer camp when I doing KP and 
we were finishing up and we were called over to a circle. 
We were greeted by a man dressed like a Native American 
and he was to tap us out to be in the OA.  
 
He explained why he was here and started the ceremony. 
This was the first time I saw one up close so I was not sure 
what to think. He was walking around in circles and 
stopped at me. I had no idea what was going on so I didn’t 
think much. Then he told me I was invited into the OA. I 
then joined him by putting my arm on his shoulder and 
walked with him to tap out the other candidates. 
 
I was excited to do the Ordeal. A month later I took my 
ordeal and made my way into the OA. The next OA 
campout I went on was the Woodchuck weekend. It was 
kind of weird with no one in my troop being there with 
me, so I hung out with people from other troops. This got 
me to know them better and where they came from. It 
was cool to be with other people that I didn’t know. 
 
After a while I was telling my friends how great the OA was 
and they were excited to get in once the next election rolls 
 

 

   

 
 
 
 

  

 
around. After the next election, a few of my friends got 
in,and some who were recently inactive became more 
interested. So once the next ordeal came a long I had 
friends in other troops,and in my own having fun at these 
events.  
 
After all that, I became the troop OA Rep, so I could make 
the troop more active in the OA. I’ve been doing this for 
about 4 months and ran my first election.  
 
The OA was a great experience for me and I want to help by 
growing its influence within the troop. I believe that this 
will help unify us with the OA and the council to better 
strengthen us as a whole. 
 

Religious Emblems 
A Scout is Reverent: PRAY & Ad Altare Dei 
 

Students in the God and Life program seek to understand their call to a life of 
discipleship. This class is intended for scouts who will be in 9

th
-12

th
 grade in the 

fall.  
 
The God and Church program will lead young people on a faith journey with 
three parts: meeting Jesus, worshiping God, and witnessing and ministering for 
Christ. This class is intended for scouts who will be in 6

th
-8

th
 grade in the fall.  

 
We are also looking for interested scouts who would like to work on their Ad 
Altare Dei religious emblem for the Catholic Christian faith.  
 
Take the Survey: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pTGYztNZeOC3MR8zkan8dUnj9vW8c99e0fE
elcT8_o8/viewform?usp=send_form 
 
Questions? Contact Deb Norloff  
 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pTGYztNZeOC3MR8zkan8dUnj9vW8c99e0fEelcT8_o8/viewform?usp=send_form
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1pTGYztNZeOC3MR8zkan8dUnj9vW8c99e0fEelcT8_o8/viewform?usp=send_form
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 Calendar for April/May 2016 
        Tuesday, Apr 19       7pm Meeting: Backpacking gear demo 
Fri-Sun, Apr 1-3   Survivor Campout   Sat Apr 23   Watershed Clean up 
Sat, Apr 2    New Scout 5 mile hike  Sat-Sun Apr 23-24  Sea Base Trainer/Backpacker lite 
Tuesday, Apr 5        6pm  Adult Leaders Meeting  Tuesday, Apr 26  Night hike/Campout prep 
         7pm  PLC    Fri-Sun Apr 29-May 1  Spring Camporee 
Fri-Sun, Apr 8-10         New Scout Campout   Tuesday May 3 6pm Adult Leaders Meeting  
          7pm PLC  
Tuesday, Apr 12       7pm  Swim Tests   Saturday, May 7   Sea Base Trainer (tentative)  
Sunday, Apr 17       1:30PM  Eagle CoH     Sunday, May 8 2pm Troop 5 K    
      
Check www.troop31.us for more info and calendar updates!   

    

 

 
(t) Fully trained for position (w) Wood Badge 
 
SCOUTMASTER 
Jon Pitt (t)  717-222-0257 jonathanspitt@gmail.com    
 
 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker (t)  867-5702  kfb3@psu.edu                 
Program 
 
Ken Hillsley (t) 234-3674  klh124@psu.edu 
Eagle Guide 

Ed Brezovec (t) 570-932-0586 Ed.Brezovec@anadarko.com   
New Scouts 
 
Ed McCash (t) 867-7499  edmc234@comcast.net 
 
Bill Sundstrom (t)(w) 206-4687  bill@sundstroms.org  
 
Paul Winkler (t) 777-3834  pew3@psu.edu 
Special Events 
 
Kyle Sinding (t) 215-353-1623 Ksinding24@gmail.com 
 
John Messner (t)  272-5328  jmessner@engr.psu.edu 
HA/Webmaster 
 
David Heatwole (t) 867-0299  dave@heatwolegolf.com 
 
Jeannie Peters (t) (w) 515-0042  jpp198@gmail.com 
Leadership Coordinator 
 
Kelli Wilson (t) 404-4250  kab2008@gmail.com 
Webelos Coordinator 
 
TROOP COMMITTEE 

David Eng (t) (w)  880-3125  davideng321@gmail.com      
Chair 

Joe Davidson (t) 466-6024  ccrod@comcast.net               
Chartered Org. Rep. 
 
Alan Wrye (t) 237-0108  awwrye@comcast.net 
Advancement  
 
Annie Doncsecz 238-5677  azd1@psu.edu 
Rob Butler  861-8474  rxb22@psu.edu 
Treasurer 

TROOP COMMITTEE 
Rick Marboe (t) (w) 234-4446  rick@marboe.com 
Adult Training 
 
Lisa Kerchinski (t) 933-9500  esk10@psu.edu 
Comm. Coordinator 
 
Christine Stangel   stangelg@comcast.net 
Darcy Gustafson   dagustafson@comcast.net 
Hospitality 
 
Deborah Norloff (t) 418-6535  deb_norloff@yahoo.com 
Newsletter,  
MB Coordinator 

Craig Colwell (t) 234-3867  ccolwell17@gmail.com         
Quartermaster 
 
Wendy Davidson 466-6024  wendyjoed@aol.com 
Transportation Coord. 
 
Jean Brownstead   jbrownstead@live.com 
Adult Volunteer Clearance Coord. 
 
Melissa Wasson 571-8544  melissawasson@comcast.net 
Fundraising Chair 
 
Frank Savino (t) 237-8786  franksavino@gmail.com 
High Adventure 
Historian Adv. 
 
Stephanie Flanagan       slm114@psu.edu 
Community Service Coord. 
 
Chris Solo    christopherjsolo@gmail.com 
Summer Camp Coordinator 
 
ADVISORS  
Becky Krantweiss   jbkrantweiss@comcast.net 
Trading Post 
 
(open)     
Chaplain Advisor 
 
Anne Messner   messnerski@gmail.com 
Scribe Advisor 

t  troop shed keyposition (w) Wood Badge 
 

SCOUTMASTER 
Jon Pitt (t)  717-222-0257 jonathanspitt@gmail.com 

 
ASSISTANT SCOUTMASTERS 

Kurt Baker (t)  867-5702  kfb3@psu.edu 
 

http://www.troop31.us/
mailto:jonathanspitt@gmail.com
mailto:kfb3@psu.edu
mailto:kfb3@psu.edu
mailto:klh124@psu.edu
mailto:Ed.Brezovec@anadarko.com
mailto:Ed.Brezovec@anadarko.com
mailto:edmc234@comcast.net
mailto:bill@sundstroms.org
mailto:pew3@psu.edu
mailto:Ksinding24@gmail.com
mailto:jmessner@engr.psu.edu
mailto:dave@heatwolegolf.com
mailto:jpp198@gmail.com
mailto:kab2008@gmail.com
mailto:davideng321@gmail.com
mailto:davideng321@gmail.com
mailto:ccrod@comcast.net
mailto:ccrod@comcast.net
mailto:awwrye@comcast.net
mailto:azd1@psu.edu
mailto:rxb22@psu.edu
mailto:rick@marboe.com
mailto:esk10@psu.edu
mailto:stangelg@comcast.net
mailto:dagustafson@comcast.net
mailto:deb_norloff@yahoo.com
mailto:ccolwell17@gmail.com
mailto:ccolwell17@gmail.com
mailto:wendyjoed@aol.com
mailto:jbrownstead@live.com
mailto:melissawasson@comcast.net
mailto:franksavino@gmail.com
mailto:slm114@psu.edu
mailto:christopherjsolo@gmail.com
mailto:jbkrantweiss@comcast.net
mailto:messnerski@gmail.com

